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DETAILED ACTION 

This action is in response to Request for Continued Examination and Amendment filed 
January 23, 2006. Claims 2-5, 7, 9-1 1 and 15-17 have been amended as requested by the 
applicant. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

Claims 2, 3, 5, 6, 9, 10 and 16-18 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Kraft (US 6,049,420). 

Regarding claims 2 3 16 and 17, Kraft discloses an upper stage (2), a slide mount (3), a rod 
(4) and a releasable attachment means (21) wherein the releasable attachment means is arranged 
to attach the rod to the slide mount (Fig. 2), the upper stage supports the slide mount (Fig. 1), the 
upper stage is arranged to move in a first direction in response to a movement of the rod in the 
first direction (col. 2 lines 53-55) and the slide mount is arranged to move in a second direction , 
orthogonal to the first direction, in response to a movement of the rod in the second direction 
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(col. 2 lines 56-59). Fig. 2 shows the rod attached to the slide mount through the gears inside the 
upper stage and slide mount. 

Regarding claim 3, Kraft discloses the rod is substantially hollow, circular tube (Fig. 2). 
Fig. 2 shows in the cut away portion of the rod that the inside of the rod appears to be hollow. 

Regarding claim 5, Kraft discloses the rod comprises a distal portion, an intermediate 
portion and a proximate portion (Fig. 2). 

Regarding claim 6, Kraft discloses the proximal portion is attached to the slide mount, the 
intermediate portion connects the distal end and the proximal portion and the distal portion is 
disposed in space substantially perpendicular to a longitudinal axis of the stage assembly (Fig. 
2). 

Regarding claim 9, Kraft discloses the rod comprises a plurality of grooves substantially 
parallel to each other (Fig. 2). The crossed marks on the rod shown in Fig. 2 include portions 
that are substantially parallel. 

Regarding claim 10, Kraft discloses the rod comprises a plurality of protuberances that 
are substantially parallel to each other (Fig. 2). The raised portions between the marks on the rod 
shown in Fig. 2 are substantially parallel. 

Regarding claim 18, Kraft discloses a slide mount guide fixedly connected to the slide 
mount, where the releasable attachment means is arranged to attach the rod to the slide mount 
guide (Figs. 1 and 2). 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 
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The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though ihe invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of tills title, if the differences between the subject niatler sought to be patented and the prior art are- 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 3, 4, 8 and 1 1 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Kraft (US 6,049,420) in view of Leitz Service ("Ergolux B 0 1-Ersatztelliste"). 

Kraft teaches the invention as claimed but lacks reference to the type of releasable 
attachment and a joystick. Leitz Service teaches the releasable attachment means is a screw (59). 
Element, 59, is described as a Schraube, which translates to mean a screw. Leitz Service teaches 
a joystick (25), wherein the releasable attachment means is arranged to attach the joystick to the 
slide mount (Figure). Leitz Sendee teaches the rod being substantially solid (Figure). It would 
have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to have 
the Kraft invention include the attachment means and joystick of Leitz Service for the purpose of 
reliably attaching the rod to allow operation without it falling off and easy movement of the slide 
mount. 

Claims 7, 12-14 and 16 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Kraft (US 6,049,420) in view of Nishida (US 2003/0169492). 

Kraft teaches the invention as claimed but lacks reference to a gripping means. Nishida 
further teaches a gripping means (12) arranged to be detachably secured to the rod (Fig. 7). Fig. 
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7 shows a screw used to attach the gripping means (12) to the rod. Nishida further teaches the 
distal portion of the rod tapering at the end (Fig. 6). It would have been obvious to a person of 
ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to have the Kraft rod be have the 
features as taught by Nishida for the purpose of allowing the rod to be easier to grip and weigh 
less to minimize the momentum transfer to the slide mount. 

Claim 15 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Kraft (US 
6 5 049 5 420) in view of Yoshioka (US 5,907,157). 

Kraft teaches the invention as claimed but lacks reference to a square gripping means. 
Yoshioka teaches the use of a substantially square (28) gripping means, rotatable plate arranged 
to be detachable secured to the distal portion of the rod (Fig. 2; col. 4 lines 19-30). It would have 
been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to have the 
Kraft rod include the Yoshioka square attachment for the purpose of allowing the user to grip the 
rod in a more comfortable position to allow easier movement of the upper stage through the rod. 

Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments, see Amendment, filed January 23, 2006, with respect to the 
rejection(s) of claim(s) 2 under Leitz Service have been fully considered and are persuasive. 
Therefore, the rejection has been withdrawn. However, upon further consideration, a new 
ground(s) of rejection is made in view of Kraft. Applicant argued that the Leitz Service 
reference fails to teach the upper stage supporting the slide mount. 
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Conclusion 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Joshua L. Pritchett whose telephone number is 571-272-23 18. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday 7:00 - 3:30. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Drew A. Dunn can be reached on 571-272-23 12. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 





DREW A. DUNN 
SUPERVISORY PATENT EXAMINER 



